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of the anterior segment of the eyeball, congestion of the iris, iritis 
optic neuritis, retrobulbar neuritis, ocular herpes and subconjunctival 
hemorrhages. Hyperemia of the anterior segment, congestion of the 
iris and iritis are all probably phenomena due to a variable degree to 
a localization in the highly vascular uveal tract of the spirochete cir¬ 
culating in tiie blood just as it becomes fixed in the hepatic and renal 
tissue. These alterations ill the uvea are generallv benign; they may 
even recover spontaneously and easily yield to appropriate treatment. 
Optic neuritis and retrobulbar neuritis, likewise liem'gn, arc probable 
related to tile presence of tile spirochete in the ceplialorachidian fluid 
and in the liquid which bathes the sheaths of the optic nerves. Ocular 
herpes is rare; it may give rise to lesions of the glolic itself, particularly 
of the cornea, and thus cause permanent damage to the sight. Icterus 
of the conjunctiva and subconjunctival hemorrhage are of no special 
significance as regards the eye. 
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. Intravenous Foreign Protein in the Treatment of Psoriasis.- 

bCL-l.LT (,/our. .1 m . .1/,,/. . I, yah., November 17, 1917) reports favorable 
resu ts in psoriasis from the injection of a foreign protein, the protein 
employed being a typhoid vaccine containing 100,000,000 organisms 
to each cubic centimeter. From three to five injections were given 
at intervals of three or four days, ami following the third injection a 
- P cr ccnt - chrysarobin ointment was used on the bodv and a 5 per 
cent, nmmomated mercury ointment on the scalp and face. His con¬ 
clusions are as follows: Intravenous vaccines alone do not clear up the 
lesions of psoriasis, though they do lessen the induration and inflam¬ 
matory reaction. When used in conjunction with chrysarobin oint¬ 
ment the lesions clear up rapidly. Favorable results were obtained 
111 chronic generalized cases resistant to other forms of treatment 
Uirysarobm dermatitis is prevented by the vaccine, and when present 
yields promptly. (\\ e must confess to a very decided skepticism ns 
to the real value of these injections; it is to be kept in mind that the 
eruption of psoriasis frequently diminishes or even disappears fora 
time without any treatment—JI. II. H.) 


Of Frost-bite. Cam esc asses (Lr Bull. Mud., January 2f>, 
I.lib) highly recommends the following mixture in the treatment of 
frost-bite: Picric acid, 0.25; alcohol, glycerin, aa 10. This is painted 
oyer the affected parts twice a day, allowed to dry and should not be 
wiped off. After the second application the itching, pain, redness 
ami swelling^ disappear. I\ hen ulcers arc present, these are treated 
with zinc oxide paste. 
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Results Obtained by Heisei’s Treatment of Leprosy in Nigeria.— 

Cogiiill (Ann. Trop. Med. and Parasit., August 23, 1917) used the 
mixture recommended by Heiser, viz., GO c.c. chaulmoogra oil, GO c.c. 
camphorated oil and 4 grains of resorcin. Of this mixture, which 
was sterilized by l>oiling, 2 c.c. were injected into the buttocks as an 
initial dose and the dose was increased 1 c.c. per week until S c.c. 
were being given at intervals of a week. As this dose, however, pro¬ 
duced some discomfort it was reduced to G c.c. twice a week, winch 
was well tolerated. Even.' cjise responded to the treatment. The 
most obvious effect was the healing of ulcers, many of which were 
extensive and had lasted for many years. Softening and al»sorption 
of the nodules, fading of macules and return of sensation were also 
noted, not only by the author but by the patients themselves. As 
this treatment was l>egun only in 191G, he believes it too early to 
decide whether it is actually curative. 

Treatment of Scabies by Sulphur Fumigation.— Bruce (British Jour. 
Dcrmat., April-June, 1917) finds fumigation with sulphur a rapid and 
certain method of treating this most annoying affection, which is 
extremely prevalent at this time in the armies of the Allies. The 
treatment is carried out in the following manner: The patient is 
first given a thorough bath with soap and hot water, the skin being 
well scrubbed to open the burrows. He is then placed in a cabinet, 
somewhat like a Turkish bath cabinet, seated upon a chair, with the 
head protruding through an opening in the top, and a warm, wet towel 
around the neck to prevent the escape of the vapor. A sulphur candle 
is then placed in the cabinet and lighted. After forty to fifty minutes 
the patient is quickly removed from the cabinet, and he puts on warm, 
clean clothing. The infected clothing and bedclothing may also be 
disinfected at the same time. It is important that the cabinet shall 
be warm and contain water vapor. In the majority of mild cases a 
single treatment is sufficient, the author having had but 2 per cent, 
of returns among 200 cases thus treated, and these he believed to be 
due to reinfection with insufficiently disinfected clothing. In the 
discussion which followed the reading of the paper, however, Major 
MacConnac called attention to the fact that the method was an old 
one which Hebra had tried and given up. MacConnac had found 
nothing superior to .the old treatment, with sulphur ointment applied 
for three days after a preliminary hot bath. 


Urticaria with Malaria.— Garin and Pasquier (Lyon mid., Novem¬ 
ber, 1917) call attention to the great frequency with which urticaria 
occurs in connection with malaria. More than 30 per cent, of 135 
patients under their care in the hospital for malaria at Modane suffered 
from recurring attacks of urticaria, and in almost every case the appear¬ 
ance of the urticaria was preceded by diarrhea. Jaundice of malarial 
origin was also frequently accompanied by urticaria, the association 
of these symptoms indicating a severe malarial infection. 


Acanthosis Nigricans following Decapsulation of the Kidneys.— 

Wise (Jour. Cutan. Dis., January, 191S) reports a case of this rare 
malady following decapsulation of the kidneys done for mercurial 
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poisoning. 1 In' patient was n young woman who a year before hail 
taken, with suicukil intent, a solution supposed to contain 7.5 grains 
of mercuric chloride, .she was promptly treated and apparently made 
a «.mp etc recovery, hut on the advice of friends, sis davs later sub¬ 
mitted to decapsulation of the kidneys at the hands of another medical 
advisor About nine montlis later she developed a severe dermatitis 
with intractable pruritus, which was followed by more or less general 
pigmentation of the skin, with masses of brown to black closely aggre¬ 
gated warty excrescences in the groins and axilla-; lichenification of the 
greater portion of the skin and moderate hyperkeratosis of the palms 
and soles were also present. The author believes the cutaneous disease 
to have been induced by some disturbance or impairment of function 
n the abdominal cavity brought about by the operation upon the 
Kiunev s. 


i La !?„F rtiCaria pi B me ntosa. -ir.utTZKi.i. (Jour. Culan. Dir., Novcm- 
l.er 1J17) reports two cases of urticaria pigmentosa beginning the one 
at twenty-three years of age the other at nineteen, and calls attention 
to the increasing number of eases of this alfection reported as begin¬ 
ning at or after puberty. Although the affection still remains practi¬ 
cally a disease of infancy and early childhood it is probably much 
iMmltqiitiit ,n adults than has hitherto been supposed. Graham 
Iattlc in a series of 142 cases collected from the literature and his own 
observations found no less than 14 per cent, beginning at or after 
puberty. W hile these late or delayed eases correspond in their symp¬ 
toms in the main with the early ones, they also, in a considerable 
numlier of eases, have exhibited more or less marked departures from 
the tj pica! cases. The adult cases have rarely shown lesions of the 
xantlie asmoid type Attention is likewise called to the often insig¬ 
nificant role played by urticaria in the symptomatology and the con¬ 
sequent inappropnatcncss of the name by which the affection is known. 

Focal Infection in the Etiology of Skin Disease. ... (,/„„ r . „r 

r D '*y October, 1917), in a paper read at the Forty-first Annual 
•Meeting of the American Dermatological Association, arranges the 
dermatoses possibly due to focal infection in six groups- (I) Those 
related in some way with joint affections, such as erythema nodosum, 
erythema multiforme, gouty eczema, psoriasis; (2) those which appar¬ 
ently were more or less neuropathic in character, such as lichen planus, 
lichen simplex (Vidal), herpes simplex, herpes zoster, neurotic eczema 
alopecia areata, dermatitis herpetiformis, scleroderma, vitiligo; (3) 
those related to tuberculosis as erythema indtiratum, lupus erythema¬ 
tosus, lupus vulgaris, lichen scrofulosorum, various tuberculides- (41 
those arising from a focus in the skin itself, as impetigo contagiosa 
infectious eczematoid dermatitis, various streptococcic infections- (a) 
hose having some relation to anaphylaxis, as eczema, urticaria, 'ery¬ 
thema nuiltifomie, angioneurotic edema; (li) miscellaneous affections 
such as rosacea, granuloma annulare, chilblains, Raynaud's disease! 
In a study of oO consecutive cases of diseases belonging to these groups 
a very large proportion (49) showed infection of the teeth either alone 
or in connection with infection of the tonsils. 
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